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RARE SPECIES REPORT

SPECIES: ’Ro a5’ GcoSe, , NUMBER SEEN: |

SIGHTING DATE: ¥ Marc\h VAL  |SIGHTING TIME: 440”, o 445 pm

LOCATION: COUNTY & STATE: Lancaster Coo v PA - Midldlecceek WMA.
DISTANCE & DIRECTION FROM NEAREST TOWN:

DIRECTIONS, IF APPLICABLE:

HABITAT: Mun mode [lake

SIGHTING LIGHTING: Mestly svany 3
CONDITIONS: DISTANCE; 100 +v 402 yaras
EQUIP. USED: '*°45 Space wmasler
LENGTH OF SIGHTING: 45 mm.
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COMPARISON TOQO SIMILAR SPECIES: ¢ naw gecse It was  with. Mueh gwmoller bill T dhink

it & good kie mereK.

HAS A PHOTOGRAPH BEEN TAKEN? No IF SO, BY WHO?

Have any additional observers filled out a rare species report? If so, who?

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Use back of form for more space): @' ™3 bird was with apx. /00
Snow geese. Al bt 23 ware white phase, The Flack W ke " outAIAg covtaineo
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Ross's Goose
Chen rossili
Lancasler County
Jonathan Heller

On Sunday, March 8, 1992, I got a call from Randy Miller
who told me that he had found a Ross's Goose (Chen rossii)
with a small flock of Snow Geese (Cfrern coerulescens) at
Middlecreek WMA.

The next day I was at Middlecreek by 148® hours. Almost
immediately I found a flock of Snow Geese that numbered about
600. I was able to view them from the road just beyond stop
1 where they were at a distance of several hundred yards.
The sky was mostly cloudy, but occasionally the sun would
break through; then the heat waves would make the wviewing
conditions almost impossible.

pfter scanning the Snow Geese for 45 minutes, I finally
found the Ross's Goose. Some field marks that made it stand
out were the small stubby bill, the more rounded head, the
shorter neck, and the overall smaller size. I had the bird
in view for only ten seconds when a bush got in the way.
Fortunately, I quickly relocated the bird and was able to
study it for several minutes.

This was the fourth Pennsylvania record and also the
fourth record for Lancaster County.




Fourth Pennsylvania and Fourth Lancaster
County Record of Ross’ Goose.
Jonathan Heller

On Sunday 8 March 1992 1 got a
_call from Randy Miller, who told me that
he had found a Ross’ Goose (Chen rossii)
with a small flock of Snow Geese (C.
caerulescens) at Middle Creek WMA in
Lancaster County.

The next day I there by 1400
hours. Almost immediately I found a flock
of Snow Geese that numbered about 600. 1
was able to view them from the road just
beyond Stop 1, where they were at a
distance of several hundred yards. The sky
was mostly cloudy, but occasionally the sun
would break through; then the heat waves
would make the viewing conditions almost
impossible.

After scanning the Snow Geese
for 45 minutes, I finally found the Ross’
Goose. Some field marks that made it stand
out were the small stubby bill, the more
rounded head, the shorter neck, and the
overall smaller size. I had the bird in view
for only ten seconds when it was obscured
by a bush. Fortunately, I quickly relocated
the bird and was able to study it for several
minutes.

This was the fourth Pennsylvania
record and also the fourth record for
Lancaster County.
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Record No.:112-01-1992

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Species: Ross’ Goose

Date of Sighting: 7 March 1992 to 8 March 1992

Observer(s): Jonathan Heller, Randy Miller

Date of Submission: 1992

Submitted by: Jonathan Heller, Randy Miller

Member

Class 1

Class I Class III § Class IV Class V

A B C

E. Kwater

B. Haas

F. Haas

R. Ickes

G. McWilliams

S. Santner

J. Skinner

TOTALS

DECISION

SN X PR AP

Comments;

Signature (Secretary): %}’\/\ l !

Date: 02__9’3 %3






